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John 13.18-38





       Glory through Darkness

DARKNESS – Literal & Spiritual – DESCENDING on Jesus & 12 APOSTLES

Hope of HAPPINESS v.17 If you know these things, happy are you if you do them

NEXT 24 hrs > EXTREMELY UNHAPPY for Everyone in DINING ROOM 

Jesus: Seeks to Eliminate SURPRISE / Minimize FEARS / Lessen their SHOCK 

It’s Not Dark Yet, but it’s Getting There………….
1. A Liar: Judas  

2. A Leaver: Peter  

3. A Lover: Jesus
1. A Liar: Judas  
John tells MOST about Judas > Remains INTRIGUING, MYSTERIOUS

How someone SO CLOSE to Jesus > SO FAR from Faith & Obedience

a. Pretender > SOME POINT Judas became an ACTOR, Playing an APOSTLE
When FIRST Introduced by John > Already TURNED to the DARK SIDE… 

BETRAYAL Predicted in GENERAL Terms:  Jesus replied, "Have I not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a demon.” (He meant Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, who, though one of the Twelve, was later to betray him.) John 6.70,71

OPPOSITE of LOVE > Utter Selfishness > leads to SATANIC CONTROL 

Whatever NOBLE PURPOSE – if ever was one – for FOLLOWING Jesus DIED 

SACRED Place in Each PERSON: CONSCIENCE – Deepest Ideals, Conviction
Absolute Truth / Ultimate Authority > FOR YOU > REASON for LIVING 

1970’s Teenager Long Hair down to Shoulders > Stopped PLEDGING USA Flag
FLAG SALUTE > Classroom Tradition > CHANT of LOYAL CITIZENS 

Do I? Do I want to go to Viet Nam? Do I believe in USA? Emigrate to CHINA?!

STOPPED Pledging > Violated my SACRED PLACE > NOT REALLY ME! 

NOW Pledge w/ THOUGHTFUL CONVICTION > Loud Voice > even TEARS

I AFFIRM Words > Thankful for Good Things of Nation > Work to Change Bad  

TRANSIT Passenger, GREATEST JOY > ETERNAL Kingdom of God in Christ 
SOME POINT > Judas CONDUCT got OUT OF SYNCH with CONSCIENCE 

CONSCIENCE > ‘still small voice’ > Can be IGNORED, even OBLITERATED
…hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron











1 Timothy 4.2
b. Pretended > JUDAS went into NIGHT > Disciples thought GOD’S WORK 
v. 27-29 "What you are about to do, do quickly," Jesus told him, but no one at the meal understood why Jesus said this to him. Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for the Feast, or to give something to the poor.

Mary – Sister of Lazarus – ANOINTED Jesus w/ EXPENSIVE PERFUME: 

Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, "Why wasn't this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year's wages." He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.  John 12.4-6

JOHN adds INTERPRETIVE Commentary from what he LEARNED LATER

AT THAT MOMENT > John did NOT Realize TRUE NATURE of Judas

OUTWARDLY > Until the Arrest in Gethsemane > JUDAS IDEAL APOSTLE
DIRECTLY APPLICABLE to JUDAS > and ALL PRETENDERS… 

"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!' 

Matthew 7.21-23

JESUS NOT DENY: Prophesy…Drive out demons…Miracles ALL TRUE!!

SALVATION > KNOWING HIM NOT What We Do!

Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 





John 17.3
c. Pretense > When CONFRONTED Judas Continued the DECEPTION
Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, "Surely not I, Rabbi?" 

Jesus answered, "Yes, it is you."  




Matthew 26.25

evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived 











2 Timothy 3.13

DECEIVED by THEMSELVES > BELIEVE their OWN LIES > Blind JUDAS 

THOUGHT Judas GOING OUT on Mission of LIGHT: WORK of DARKNESS

Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness… whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness; he does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded him. 







1 John 2.9,11

JUDAS Finds a ROAD TO HELL at the VERY GATES of HEAVEN 

v. 30 As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night. 
With another double-edged phrase so typical of John, he indicates not only that it was dark outside but that the darkness of hell had closed around this man. 

Mark Johnston

d. Pawn

v. 2 the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus

JUDAS Fully Surrendered to PROMPTING and Made it a PARTNERSHIP  

Danger – If you WANT to JOIN Devil’s Side – He gladly Welcomes Volunteers 

v. 27 As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. 

PAUL warns TIMOTHY about ENEMIES of the GOSPEL > 

Those who oppose…that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will. 

2 Timothy 2.25-26

Jesus does NOT Say – Oh, No, Satan!! I am really in BIG TROUBLE NOW! 

v. 27 …Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, do quickly.”

Satan ENTERED Judas > But JESUS is STILL in FULL CONTROL 

The devil is God’s devil 






Martin Luther

This is SAME SATAN Jesus CREATED & will One Day throw in Lake of Fire

The LORD has made everything for its purpose, even the wicked for the day of trouble.








Proverbs 16.4

MYSTERY > BOTH Sovereign Plan of God AND Responsible Choice of Judas: 

The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed, but woe to that man who betrays him.









Luke 22.22

2. A Leaver: Peter  
a. Control  Peter loves Jesus > LOVE on HIS TERMS, HIS TIMING 

v. 36 Simon Peter asked him, "Lord, where are you going?" Jesus replied, "Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later." 

Devotion > Be WITH JESUS // Impatient – Cannot WAIT ‘Right Now’

KNOWING God’s PLAN > INTIMACY > More Important than his Obedience
FOLLOW JESUS > HOW I Want and WHEN I Want > Or Else I QUIT!! 

Calling JESUS ‘LORD’ is an ACT of SURRENDER unto HIS CONTROL 
‘LATER’ > ONLY Jesus Death can SAVE US / Peter still MUCH to LEARN 
I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go." Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, "Follow me!" 







John 21.18-19

RISEN Jesus will tell FORGIVEN Peter: Stay Close to Him, He is in CONTROL 

b. Cocky – SELF RELIANT > Acts like Jesus NEEDS HIM 
vs. 37,38 Peter asked, "Lord, why can't I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you." Then Jesus answered, "Will you really lay down your life for me? 

PETER Applies VERY WORDS of Jesus Death to himself – ‘lay down’ my Life 

Peter insisted emphatically, "Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you." 









Mark 14.31

Peter BOASTING to Jesus: ‘You NEED Me!’/ Jesus: ‘No Friend, You Need Me!’ 

PETER >>> Do Not PLAN for Distant Future > OBEY Jesus in the PRESENT 

Good intentions in a secure room after good food are far less attractive in a darkened garden with a hostile mob. 




D.A. Carson
COCKINESS led to PRAYERLESSNESS > Garden of Gethsemane 

SOMETHING TERRIBLE Will Happen > Fearless Master Sweating BLOOD

THREE TIMES Jesus warns Peter: "Pray that you will not fall into temptation." 











Luke 22.40

Instead of PRAYING – Peter SLEEPS > Thinking HE is STRONG ENOUGH 

In his overconfidence Peter failed, not at his weakest point, but at his strongest. He was no coward. He was ready to die for Jesus; yet he trembled at the innocent question of a serving maid. 





James Boice

c. Contrite > Only ONE REAL DIFFERENCE between Peter and Judas 
BOTH DENIED Jesus > Peter MORE EMPHATIC, PUBLICLY, with an OATH 

v. 38 I tell you the truth, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times! 

Though Peter did not know his own heart, Jesus not only knew it but revealed it. 

Crowing ROOSTER > TRIGGERS ALARM 
HIDDEN MEMORY > Prophetic Words of Jesus > Ring Bell of CONSCIENCE 

Immediately the rooster crowed the second time. Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken to him: "Before the rooster crows twice you will disown me three times." And he broke down and wept. 

Mark 14.72

Only ONE REAL DIFFERENCE between Peter and Judas >> REPENTANCE
OLD MAN PETER > Understands IT IS ALL ABOUT  JESUS - 
His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.  2 Peter 1.3

3. A Lover: Jesus
v. 1 Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.  

a. Pain Judas’ BETRAYAL Not SURPRISE Jesus / But is HEART BREAKING

Disciples BEEN Thru MANY TROUBLES with Jesus > HE was FEARLESS

Killer Storms on Small Boat, Screams of Demons, Threats of Religious Leaders

v. 21 Jesus was troubled in spirit… “one of you is going to betray me."
"Now my heart is troubled….




John 12.27

FIERCE STRUGGLE with DEATH Confronting Him > PAIN of BETRAYAL 


v. 21 > ‘outraged in spirit’ / ‘indignant and angry’ / ‘to snort like a horse’

        A Few HOURS > SWEAT DROPS of BLOOD in Garden of Gethsemane  

ONE OF YOU > TWELVE POSSIBILITIES > FEAR RUNS thru GROUP

v. 22 His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant.

v. 26 Jesus answered (John), "It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish." Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, son of Simon.

JOHN and JUDAS on OPPOSITE Sides of RECLINING JESUS

Not Sitting at Dining Room table as Painted by Leonardo da Vinci 

RECLINING AT TABLE > Giving Piece of Bread > Sign of SPECIAL FAVOR

The PATIENCE of LORD JESUS > Other Disciples had NO IDEA was Judas

Because Jesus TREATED Him with EQUALITY and LOVE

Jesus was HONORING Judas UNTIL THE END

That final act of love becomes, with a terrible immediacy, the decisive moment of judgment…the final gesture of affection, precipitates the final surrender of Judas to the power of darkness. 





Leslie Newbigin

Piece to JUDAS: Love’s LAST APPEAL!! > Could Judas LOOK Jesus in EYE? 

v. 18 "I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfill the scripture: 'He who shares my bread has lifted up his heel against me.'  

‘lifted up heel’: Horse LIFTS HOOF just before Strong KICK in Master’s BACK 

Psalm 41.9 David probably referring to Ahithopel > story in 2 Samuel chs 15-17

TRUSTED Counselor and FRIEND > Allies w/ son Absalom in REVOLT

REVOLT is PUT DOWN > Absalom Killed, Ahithophel HANGS Himself

BITTER Betrayal > EATING TOGETHER = Sign of Friendship, LOYALTY

If an enemy were insulting me, I could endure it; if a foe were raising himself against me, I could hide from him. But it is you, a man like myself, my companion, my close friend, with whom I once enjoyed sweet fellowship as we walked with the throng at the house of God. 


Psalm 55.12-14

Jesus was NOT ABOVE the TROUBLES and DISCOURAGEMENTS of Life 

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are-yet was without sin. 






Hebrews 4.15

b. Plan  Jesus is LORD of NIGHT, Makes DARKNESS Vehicle of His PRAISE

DARKEST Act Sets in Motion BRIGHEST GLORY of God’s GRACE in Christ

v. 31,32 When he was gone, Jesus said, "Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. 

Jesus is FULLY COMMITTED to the DEATH > Judas goes out to Make Certain

At this very moment which seems to spell defeat, dishonor, and disaster for Him, the Son of Man is in reality glorified.



William Hendriksen

COUNTLESS People > Tragically Killed, Assassinated in HUMAN HISTORY

Lincoln, Gandhi, Kennedy, King, Sadat, Rabin, Bhuto, Aquino
If COULD have Changed Circumstances and LIVED > NEARLY All WOULD

This MAN > DESIGNS Circumstances for HIS OWN SAVAGE MURDER!
Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?"

Matthew 26.53,54
Judas FATE: BOTH Designed in Eternity by God / CHOSEN FREELY by Judas

Spirit-filled Peter explained on PENTECOST: 

This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 

Acts 2.23
GENTLENESS of CARING FATHER > Only TIME in GOSPELS Jesus calls…

v. 33 My children, I will be with you only a little longer. LIT. ‘LITTLE children’ 

LITTLE CHILDREN > FAMILY Meeting > Savior, Lord, Friend, and FATHER

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father… 











Isaiah 9.6

        SON also A FATHER > of the NEW HUMANITY Redeemed by Himself
And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 











Colossians 1.18

c. Picture > World will NOT SEE JESUS / WILL SEE His LOVE in ACTION 
vs. 33-35 "You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

OT Law:  "'Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.”


Leviticus 19.18 

NEW Commandment: LOVE Never before SEEN on this SCALE > New LIMIT

SELF-SACRIFICING Love becomes EVIDENCE of TRUE CHURCH of Jesus

Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you have had since the beginning. This old command is the message you have heard. Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in him and you, because the darkness is passing and the true light is already shining.              1 John 2.7,8

Love is the final apologetic. 




Francis Schaeffer

It is mainly the deeds of a love so noble that lead many to put a brand on us. ‘Behold,’ they say, ‘how these Christians love each other! How ready they are to die for each other!’






Tertullian, 2nd Century
‘Jesus! Save me from your followers!’




T-shirt in USA

In truth there was only one Christian, and he died on the cross. 










Friedrich Nietzsche

Christianity might be a good thing if anyone ever tried it.  George Bernard Shaw

The Christian ideal has not been tried and found wanting. It has been found difficult; and left untried. 




G.K. Chesterton 

I believe in the ‘Holy Catholic Church’, and I only regret it does not exist. 









Archbishop William Temple

Thomas Linacre > Physician to Henry 8th of England > Renaissance Scholar

Took Priestly Orders in Catholic Church > Pope: Alexander 6th, Borgia Pope

Pope known for Bribery, Corruption, Incest, and Murder > SHAME

That Day ONLY CLERGY Access to Bible > Linacre read 4 Gospels, 1st Time

‘Either these are not the Gospels, or we are not Christians’     Thomas Linacre

Dearest Lord, May I see you today and every day in the person of your sick, and while nursing them, minister to You. Though you hide yourself behind the unattractive disguise of the irritable, the exacting, the unreasonable; may I still recognize you and say, ‘Jesus, my patient, how sweet it is to serve you.’ 










Mother Teresa

d. Power 

LOVE: Only Cohesive FORCE to HOLD Together > Proud, Bickering Disciples

1) Scriptures

vs. 18,19 But this is to fulfill the scripture: 'He who shares my bread has lifted up his heel against me.' “I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that I am He.
The ‘HE’ is NOT in ORIGINAL TEXT, Added for Grammatical Clarity

Grammatical CLARITY Removes THEOLOGICAL Insight > I AM Statement! 

i.e. When THIS HAPPENS: You will KNOW I am GOD, I AM who met Moses  

v. 19 > When FULFILLED > Know that Jesus is WHO HE CLAIMS TO BE 

FALSE GODS have FALSE WORDS > TRUE GOD knows the FUTURE 

I foretold the former things long ago, my mouth announced them and I made them known; then suddenly I acted, and they came to pass. 

Isaiah 48:3

TRUE GOD > True Knowledge > True PROPHECY >> Jesus IS JEHOVAH

Not just a SPOKESMAN of God > He is HIMSELF the GOD WHO SPEAKS

PROPHECY of Judas > Should STRENGTHEN Disciples Wavering FAITH

SCRIPTURES > Very Word of God > Can be FULLY TRUSTED

FULFILLMENT of Prophecy > GOD and HIS WORD can BE TRUSTED 

Scripture’s IMPORTANCE > TRUE?? Yes! USEFUL?? Yes! 

So are MATH Formulas: Do we MEMORIZE Them? Read to Kids? Sermons? 

SCRIPTURE is ETERNAL > Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 







Matthew 24.35

What of ETERNAL VALUE?? Can you PASS ON to CHILDREN??
Money? Property? College Education? Stamp Collection? Records? 8-tracks? 
Parents Saved Struggled > Son got Computer Science degree in 1980 > Thanks!!
Only the Word of God remains valuable and without change. 

James Boice

JOHN NEWTON: Christian Parents, Taught Scripture, Died when Newton was 6

Raised by Unbelieving Relative, Harsh > Youth Ran Away, Joined UK NAVY 

TERRIBLE LIFE > Slave Trader, SLAVE > ‘that saved a WRETCH like me’ 

AMAZING GRACE?? > REEMBERED Words planted in HEART until Age 6! 

2) Salvation > Can  KNOW BIBLE and NOT KNOW God as Savior > JUDAS
The seeds of the failure of both Peter and Judas lie embedded in each of our hearts…We can only cast ourselves daily on his limitless mercy…    Bruce Milne

Fallen Man needs MORE THAN an EXAMPLE to be SAVED > Ex. Judas SAW

FIRST Introduction of JOHN > 
v. 23 One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him.

NAME ‘John’ in Book ONLY REFERS to BAPTIZER > 
NEVER refers to John the Apostle/Author

ALWAYS CALLED ‘the Beloved one’ > ‘the disciple whom Jesus loved’ 

WROTE 40-50 yrs AFTER EVENTS > NO LESS CAPTIVATED by that LOVE

What marvelous love the Father has extended to us! Just look at it – we’re called children of God! 






1 John 3.1, The Message
‘Christian’ > Someone AMAZED that God LOVES them! > OVERWHELMED!

‘…love, so amazing, so divine…’




Isaac Watts

DO NOT be DISCOURAGED > We are WITH HIM as His SERVANTS

v. 20 I tell you the truth, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me." 

I know I am awful, but how much more awful I should be without the Faith. 










C.S. Lewis
OTHER 11 > All DOUBTED Themselves

They were saddened, and one by one they said to him, "Surely not I?"  Mark 14.19

NOT JOHN > v. 25 Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, "Lord, who is it?" 

NEVER for ONE MOMENT thot he could be the EVIL BETRAYER

OUTSIDE REALM of his Possibility > I PRAY that is TRUE for YOU Too!  

Words SPOKEN in SMALL, LOCKED ROOM > BIG PICTURE WINDOW! 

Vista of ENDS of EARTH > END of TIME > GLOBAL MISSION of CHURCH

SUPPER > Time of Comfort, Reflection, Sorrow > But NOT a PITY-PARTY

COMMANDING OFFICER > Final Instructions to ELITE TROOPS > BATTLE 

* * * * *

John 13:18-38

18 I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. But the Scripture will be fulfilled, ‘He who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.’ 19 I am telling you this now, before it takes place, that when it does take place you may believe that I am he. 20 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives the one I send receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.” 21 After saying these things, Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and testified, “Truly, truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 22 The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he spoke. 23 One of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was reclining at table close to Jesus, 24 so Simon Peter motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. 25 So that disciple, leaning back against Jesus, said to him, “Lord, who is it?” 26 Jesus answered, “It is he to whom I will give this morsel of bread when I have dipped it.” So when he had dipped the morsel, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27 Then after he had taken the morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, do quickly.” 28 Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him. 29 Some thought that, because Judas had the moneybag, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the feast,” or that he should give something to the poor. 30 So, after receiving the morsel of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night.

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. 33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” 37 Peter said to him, “Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 38 Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will not crow till you have denied me three times.

1. What lessons can we learn from the fall of Judas to keep us from the same deadly end?
2. Luther said, “The devil is God’s devil.” He is an unseen spiritual creature, bound in time and space, in just one place at one time. Why do the Gospels tell us he was so often where Jesus was? Where would he likely be now? How are we to resist him?
3. See how Jesus’ command to love follows right after the notice of His departure (vs. 33,34). Think of ways that Christian loves makes Jesus “visible.”

4. Some would question whether Jesus’ words to Peter (vs. 36-38) truly demonstrate the love He has just commanded (vs. 34,35). What does this teach us about Jesus’ understanding of love? 

